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Unknown: In tribute to H.R. Hatfield

IN TRIBUTE TO H. R. HATFIELD
Introduction
Henry Rand Hatfield (1866-1945) was one of the early leaders of
accounting education in American universities and perhaps the
earliest individual most well known for his efforts in accounting
history. His early text, Modern Accounting, was completed in 1908
and published in 1909. His speech outlining a "Historical Defense
of Bookkeeping" provided a basis for an increased interest and
awareness of American accountants and scholars in the subject
matter of accounting history. The influence of this speech was to
have its effect even up to today. It seems fitting that this initial
issue of the Journal contain a testimony to Hatfield and his influence. For this purpose we have translated his earliest known article
length work which has not been published in English. The article
"Zwei Pfadfinder" (Two Pioneers) appeared in the Zeitschrift fur
Buchhaltung (Linz, Austria) in 1909 and has been referred to by accounting historians in various works including Littleton's Evolution.
An editorial in the October 1909 Journal of Accountancy directed
attention to this article and the relationship of the theories it proposes to those expressed by Charles E. Sprague in his Philosophy
of Accounts, an early leading theoretical treatise. The translation
of this article retains the original sentence structure at the expense
of English style, in order to preserve intended meanings.
We have also attempted an evaluation of the relevance of "Zwei
Pfadfinder" as a step in the evolution of theory of accounts. This
item also explores the more recent findings with regard to the general theory of accounts identified in Hatfield's article. The final
portion features a glimpse into the personality of Hatfield by his
son, John. These recollections provide a warm and personal insight about a respected pioneer collegiate educator and accounting historian.
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